Glider:Airport Operating Agreement

Discussion
Is your gliding operation protected by an operating agreement with your airport?  

This might sound like a funny question, but the SSA is seeing an increase in problems between gliding operations and airport managements.  The problems fit into several categories, but for the most part the solution is singular.  You need to have some form of written agreement with the airport that describes how you operate at that airport.  Right now you are probably thinking, “no problem here, we get along great with the airport manager”.  But we think that’s all the more reason to get it in writing now because the current management won’t be there forever and when it changes, you could be in for a rude awakening.  

How can a written agreement help?  Well, when airport management changes, the new management may want to change you operation, if you already have a written agreement in hand, the likelihood of that happening is reduced.  New Managers can’t unilaterally change leases, and are reluctant to change agreements.  Another reason: if a power pilot complains to the FAA that you glider operation is “undisciplined, unsafe, and all over the place” you can point to your agreement stating that you operate exactly as it describes. What’s the downside to having an agreement?  You have to operate in the way you have agreed to.  

As many of you know already, any airport that takes Federal Funds to operate or improve the airport cannot discriminate against any form of aviation.  But, they can and often do complain to the FAA that an operation (glider, ultralight, etc.) is unsafe and can ban it for that reason.  The FAA will not enforce the anti-discrimination clauses for any form of aviation that it deems is acting in an unsafe manner.    If you are operating in the manner that you have agreed to, and the FAA considers your operation to be safe, you cannot be discriminated against.  But you can be banned if you don’t stick to your agreement.

Enclosed is a suggested format for proposing an operating agreement to your airport management.  When approaching them on this subject, stress that you want to document what you are already doing so that other airport users can read your agreement and understand how you operate. 

If you have questions you may e-mail the SSA at:

larry@ssa.org

or

infor@ssa.org

